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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Introduction to the day 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free 
from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple 
who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship 
we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be 
a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG ALL BLESSINGS FLOW     PRAISE BAND 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  
Amen. 
 
P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence 
in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We 
fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation 
for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you 
have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive 
us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 



P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with 

God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE         SETTING 8 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God,  



you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy 
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve 
one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 
 
 
L: A reading from Jeremiah. 
 FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding 
nations should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the 
word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not 
be believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced 
the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 
 

5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words 
that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of 
the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in 
your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you 
and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 
countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the 
word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent 
the prophet.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
 1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 3“I have made a covenant with my  chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 



 4‘I will establish your line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  
 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
  They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. 
 16They rejoice daily in your name; 
  they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
 17For you are the glory of their strength, 
  and by your favor our might is exalted. 
 18Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD; 
  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 
L: A reading from Romans. 
 SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. 
Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live 
obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life. 
 

12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, 
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, 
and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will 
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 
  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By 
no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that 
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the 
form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms 
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members 
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So 
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? 
The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and 
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 
23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 



Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                               
Setting 8 
 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution 
and hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers 
and support their ministry. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in 
the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a 
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON            
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   All Are Welcome              ELW #641 
 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 
Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 



all are welcome in this place. 
 
2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain 
 
3 Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain 
 
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain 
 
5 Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain 
 
A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 



born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 
Brief silence 
God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. 
Bless our conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join 
in a festal shout of praise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we 
need. Inspire us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth is 
crying out. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and 
politicians to act with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate 
with love, and welcome one another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, 
lonely, or abandoned (especially). Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting 
trial. Renew the spirits of all who call upon you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to 
embrace your mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach 
us how to live more faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our 
faith and renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace (We share the peace by texting/ emailing a loved one to offer the blessing of 
the peace that only Christ can give.) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  We thank everyone who has sent their gifts and tithes to the church 
during this time of physical distancing when we can’t meet together.  If you are able 
gifts can be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 350119, Jacksonville, Florida 32235.) 
Online giving is available on our website, stmatthewsjax.org.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy 

Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG       
     
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Altar Flowers 
 
The Altar Flowers are presented by Frank and Janice Hunter in 
Memory of Katie Knudsen.  
 
The Altar Flowers are in Recognition of the 4th of July, 1776 in the 
United States of America! Happy Independence Day!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Sunday, July 5th we will be worshiping together as a congregation, 
at 9:30 am in the sanctuary at Dearing Chapel. You must RSVP to 
the church office, 904-744-5333, or Teresa at 904-874-2837 or email 
stmaelca@bellsouth.net.  In addition, if you wish to stay home and 
worship, the worship video will be available on YouTube on 
Sunday July 5th in the afternoon.  
 
 
 
 
Prayer Concerns: 
 
It is with great sadness, Pastor Ellen has informed us of the passing of Lorrianne Ivey. 
Details of her service will be coming in the next few days.  Please keep her family and 
friend’s in your prayers.   
 
Please continue to pray for Megan Buscher and family as they mourn the passing of Bud 
Larsen, Megan’s father. 
 
Please remember Sharon Adkins and family in prayer as she mourns the passing of her 
mother. 
 
Please continue to pray for Lucy Blahy and family as they mourn the passing of her mother.  
 
Please pray for Sharon Dorr, a personal friend of Pastor Ellen’s. 
 
The Beall family has asked for continued prayers of strength and healing for Linda. 
 
The Koufonikos family has asked for prayers for Gus’ daughter Sarah as she cares for COVID 
patients in Cambridge , MA.  
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OUR MEMBERS 
Michelle Pearson                     Tillie Herbert                            
Terry McFeeters              Jo Ann McFeeters                                      
Vilma Griffiths                 Jessamyn Sanders 
The Lawrence Family               Lewis Family 
Sharon Adkins                              Ava Hester                                        
Vivienne Ather                        Munira Ather  
  

OUR RELATIVES 
Pat Ruiter                     (Teresa Koufonikos) 
Dorothy Ruiter            (Teresa Koufonikos) 
Michael Koufonikos    (Teresa Koufonikos) 
Thomas DeYoung (Teresa Koufonikos) 
Theresa Castle                     (Theresa Rehm)  
Peyton Kendall (Theresa Rehm) 
Kasey Strong                         (Shirley Farrell) 
Lindsay Weeks                     (Shirley Farrell) 
Charlie Scheil  (Mark and Carolyn Keister)   
Emerson                                     ( Lucy Blahy) 
Sonia                                         (Vivian Ather)  
  

 
OUR FRIENDS 

Duane  (Bob Tano) 
Marie Colegate (Richard and Linda Beall) 
Wes Johnson (The Tano Family) 
Joleen Cummings (Teresa Koufonikos) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
 
Chris Ather-U.S.                     
Steven Baker-Iraq 
Lyndsey Buckle-U.S           
 Hickory Burns-U.S. 
Tim Connor-U.S.                        
Kevin Kahl-U.S. 
Mica Langley-U.S. .               
Liam Steinke-U.S.  
Linda Kramer-U.S               
Joshua Lambert-U.S. 
Sarah Schaet-U.S  
Jeremiah Nelson-Deployed    
Nathan Christel-Deployed 
Tabitha Lambert-German 



  

 


