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Introduction to the day 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be 
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We 
celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day 
to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, 
we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and 
mission. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

GATHERING SONG       INSTRUMENTAL 
 
WELCOME 
(We stand as we are able) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS WITH KYRIE 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us 

and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie (Spoken) 
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, 



Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are 

forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 

newness to do God’s work in the world.  
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord,  
we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
L: A reading from Jeremiah. 
 FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will 
expect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will 
defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 
possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our 
hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 46 



 1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
L: A reading from Romans. 
 SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through 
works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the 
divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates 
us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 



works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken by the assembly as we stand for the reading of 
the gospel.) 
 
A: Alleluia. 
C: “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will make you free.” Alleluia. 
 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
 GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. 
He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 
you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made 
free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
(We stand) 
A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition:  
 Leader: Lord, in your mercy, 
 All: hear our prayer. 
 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace while remaining in our seats. 
Please offer that same blessing to a loved by text/email.) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERINGS MAY BE PLACED IN THE PLATE LOCATED BY THE DOOR AS YOU 
ENTER OR LEAVE WORSHIP 
 
(We stand) 
Offertory (Spoken by the assembly)      ELW# 187 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
          
Offering Prayer 
A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your 
heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to 
set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
DIALOGUE 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken by the assembly) 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

 
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 
 
You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet table 
where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (We are seated as we share the meal at our seats.) 
 
(We stand) 
TABLE BLESSING 



P: The body and blood oof our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A; Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood 
of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the  
example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the 

way of truth and life.  
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING SONG                   INSTRUMENTAL  
                        
Ushers will direct our exit from worship as we go into the world for Christ’s sake. 

 
 

 
 
Announcements 
 

The Altar Flowers are Presented by St. Matthew’s New Life Lutheran Church in 
celebration of Reformation Sunday 

 
 

Save the date!!!! 
 
 
November 15th after our worship service will be our Congregational Meeting. 
Please mark your calendars!!! 
 
 



Announcements: 
 
Next Sunday is “All Saint’s Day”.  If you have lost a family member or friend that 
you would like to add to our memorial, please contact the church office, or you 
may contact Teresa Koufonikos at 904-874-2837. In addition, if you would like to 
email the church office, please send your information to stmaelca@bellsouth.net 
 
  
Our church office has moved!!!!!!! The address of the new office is….. 
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
12086 Ft. Caroline Rd. 

Suite 404 
Jacksonville, Fl. 32225 

 
 
Please note, our mailing address is the post office box……. 
 

St Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 350119 

Jacksonville, Fl. 32235 
 
 
 
Prayer Concerns: 
 
Please pray for Scott and Sher Holy as they mourn the passing of Scott’s mother, 
Barbara Lamb. May the entire Holy family feel God’s comfort and peace during 
this difficult time.  
 
Please pray for Richard Beall, as he recovers from a recent illness. We pray God 
will strengthen and heal Richard.  
 
 
Meghan Buscher has asked for prayers for her nephew Josh Isola and his family 
as he recovers from surgery. 
 
 
Steve Eagle has asked for continued prayers as he recovers from a recent illness. 
 
 
Please pray for JoAnn McFeeters as she recovers from a recent medical 
procedure. 
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We are asking for prayers for Doctor Bork as he continues to recuperate. 
 
Please keep Gam Shae in your prayers while he is still hospitalized. Please keep 
Marianne in your prayers for continued strength.   
 
Pastor Ellen has asked to please keep Sharon Dorr, a friend and colleague, in 
your prayers. She has been ill, and is need of prayers for strength and healing. 
 
The Beall family has asked for continued prayers of strength and healing for 
Linda. 
 
Sharon Adkins has asked for prayers for her and her family as a close family 
member is being treated for cancer. 
 
 
 
If you have a need of prayers for you or a loved one, please contact Pastor Ellen 
at (904)-318-5436 or the church office at (904)-744-5333. You can also contact 
Teresa Koufonikos at 904-874-2837.  In addition, you can email the church office 
at stmaelca@bellsouth.net 
  
 

OUR MEMBERS 
 

Michelle Pearson                     Tillie Herbert 
Terry McFeeters              Jo Ann McFeeters 
Vilma Griffiths                 Jessamyn Sanders 
The Lawrence Family               Lewis Family 
Sharon Adkins                              Ava Hester 
Vivienne Ather                        Munira Ather 

 
 
 
 

OUR RELATIVES 
 

     
           Josh Isola             (Meghan Buscher) 

                                 Dorothy Ruiter             (Teresa Koufonikos) 
                                 Michael Koufonikos    (Teresa Koufonikos) 

                      Thomas DeYoung         (Teresa Koufonikos) 
Theresa Castle                     (Theresa Rehm) 
Peyton Kendall                     (Theresa Rehm) 
Kasey Strong                         (Shirley Farrell) 



                               Lindsay Weeks                     (Shirley Farrell) 
Charlie Scheil  (Mark and Carolyn Keister) 
Emerson                                     ( Lucy Blahy) 
Sonia                                         (Vivian Ather) 

 
OUR FRIENDS 

                                Duane                                    (Bob Tano) 
Marie Colegate       (Richard and Linda Beall) 

    Wes Johnson                      (The Tano Family) 
Sharon Dorr                                (Pastor Ellen) 

   Pam Berry                           (Teresa Koufonikos) 
                                Anita Grimm                       (Teresa Koufonikos) 

 
SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

 
Chris Ather-U.S. 

Steven Baker-Iraq 
Lyndsey Buckle-U.S 
Hickory Burns-U.S. 

Tim Connor-U.S. 
Kevin Kahl-U.S. 

Mica Langley-U.S. . 
Liam Steinke-U.S. 
Linda Kramer-U.S 

Joshua Lambert-U.S. 
Sarah Schaet-U.S 

Jeremiah Nelson-Deployed 
Nathan Christel-Deployed 
Tabitha Lambert-Germany 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


