
St. Matthew’s New Life Lutheran Church 
Worshiping at Dearing Chapel 

12355 Fort Caroline Road 
 

October 4, 2020 
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Introduction to the day 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also 
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of 
sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so 
that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG       INSTRUMENTAL 
 
WELCOME 
 
DEDICATION OF CHANCEL CROSS 
Sisters and brothers, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we 
set apart this cross to the glory of God. 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for you have enriched our lives with 
every good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to show your splendor to our 
children; and you have invited us to praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy. 
 
Send your blessing on this cross, which we set apart today; may this sign of your Son’s 
triumph draw us to him who leads us with this banner of salvation. To you, O God, be all 
glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
(We stand as we are able) 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS WITH KYRIE 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all 

of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 



Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie (Spoken) 
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 

God’s work in the world.  
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Beloved God,  
from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit 
to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do 
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
L: A reading from Isaiah. 
 FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God 
and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving 
care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, 
when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 
 
 1Let me sing for my beloved, 
  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 



 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded wild grapes. 
 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield wild grapes? 
 5And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6I will make it a waste; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness, 
  but heard a cry! 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15 (We read responsively by whole verse) 
 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 9You cleared the ground for it; 
  it took root and filled the land. 
 10The mountains were covered by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  
 11You stretched out its tendrils |o the sea 
  and its branches to the river. 
 12Why have you broken down its wall, 



  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 14Turn now, O God of hosts, 
  look down from heaven; 
 15behold and tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right hand has planted. 
 
L:  A reading from Philippians. 
 SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The 
power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, 
eternal life with Christ. 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken by the assembly as we stand for the reading of the 
gospel.) 
 
A: Alleluia. 
C: Jesus says, I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will last. 
Alleluia. 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that 
their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had 
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized 
his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other 
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his 
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 
39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He 
will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 
was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
(We stand) 
A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 



he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each petition:  
 Leader: Lord, in your mercy, 
 All: hear our prayer. 
 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace while remaining in our seats. Please 
offer that same blessing to a loved by text/email.) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERINGS MAY BE PLACED IN THE PLATE LOCATED BY THE DOOR AS YOU 
ENTER OR LEAVE WORSHIP 
 
Offertory (Spoken by the assembly)      ELW# 187 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
          
Offering Prayer 
A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your 
heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to 
set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 



DIALOGUE 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken by the assembly) 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

 
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 
 
You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



Remembering, therefore, 
his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet table 
where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (We share the meal at our seats.) 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: The body and blood oof our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
Amen. 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A; Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood 
of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the  
example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of 

truth and life.  
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SENDING SONG                   INSTRUMENTAL  
                        

Ushers will direct our exit from worship as we go into the world for Christ’s sake. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
The Altar Flowers are Presented by St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Celebration of Our 
Worship Service!!!!!! 
 

 
Save the date!!!! 

 
 
St. Matthew’s is partnering with Resurrection Episcopal Church and Stage Aurora 
Theatrics presenting……. 
 

“Sister Act 2” 
www.stageaurora.org 

 
 

Stage Aurora is looking for actors, musicians, singers, dancers as well as crew 
members. The cast and crew will be made up of young people starting at age 7 and up. 

The performance will be October 31, 2020 and there will be 2 performances on that day. If 
you are interested in auditioning please contact Teresa Koufonikos at 904-874-2837, the 

church office at 904-744-5333 or any member of council. 

http://www.stageaurora.org/


 More information will be coming soon!!!!!  
 
 
November 15th after our worship service will be our Congregational Meeting. Please mark 
your calendars!!! 
 
 
Our church office has moved!!!!!!! The address of the new office is….. 
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
12086 Ft. Caroline Rd. 

Suite 404 
Jacksonville, Fl. 32225 

 
 
Please note, our mailing address is the post office box……. 
 

St Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 350119 

Jacksonville, Fl. 32235 
 
Prayer Concerns: 
 
Meghan Buscher has asked for prayers for her nephew Josh Isola and his family as he 
recovers from surgery. 
 
Steve Eagle has asked for continued prayers as he recovers from a recent illness. 
 
Please pray for JoAnn McFeeters as she recovers from a recent medical procedure. 
 
Please pray for strength and healing for Michael and Shirley Farrell’s niece Lindsay and 
her family as she continues to heal from a recent illness. 
 
We are asking for prayers for Doctor Bork as he continues to recuperate. 
 
Please pray for David Allen as he recovers from surgery. 
 
Please pray for Gam Shae as he continues to recuperate from recent medical 
procedures.  
 
Pastor Ellen has asked to please keep Sharon Dorr, a friend and colleague, in your 
prayers. She has been ill, and is need of prayers for strength and healing. 
 
The Beall family has asked for continued prayers of strength and healing for Linda. 
 
Sharon Adkins has asked for prayers for her and her family as a close family member is 
receiving treatments for cancer. 
 
 



If you have a need of prayers for you or a loved one, please contact Pastor Ellen at (904)-
318-5436 or the church office at (904)-744-5333. In addition, you can email the church at  
stmaelca@bellsouth.net 
  
 

OUR MEMBERS 
 

Michelle Pearson                     Tillie Herbert 
Terry McFeeters              Jo Ann McFeeters 
Vilma Griffiths                 Jessamyn Sanders 
The Lawrence Family               Lewis Family 
Sharon Adkins                              Ava Hester 
Vivienne Ather                        Munira Ather 

 
OUR RELATIVES 

 
     

                Josh Isola             (Meghan Buscher) 
Dorothy Ruiter             (Teresa Koufonikos) 
Michael Koufonikos    (Teresa Koufonikos) 

                            Thomas DeYoung         (Teresa Koufonikos) 
Theresa Castle                     (Theresa Rehm) 
Peyton Kendall                     (Theresa Rehm) 
Kasey Strong                         (Shirley Farrell) 
Lindsay Weeks                     (Shirley Farrell) 

Charlie Scheil  (Mark and Carolyn Keister) 
Emerson                                     ( Lucy Blahy) 
Sonia                                         (Vivian Ather) 

 
OUR FRIENDS 

Duane                                    (Bob Tano) 
Marie Colegate       (Richard and Linda Beall) 
Wes Johnson                      (The Tano Family) 
Sharon Dorr                                (Pastor Ellen) 
Pam Berry                       (Teresa Koufonikos) 

 
 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
 

Chris Ather-U.S. 
Steven Baker-Iraq 

Lyndsey Buckle-U.S 
Hickory Burns-U.S. 

Tim Connor-U.S. 
Kevin Kahl-U.S. 

Mica Langley-U.S. . 
Liam Steinke-U.S. 
Linda Kramer-U.S 

Joshua Lambert-U.S. 
Sarah Schaet-U.S 

Jeremiah Nelson-Deployed 



Nathan Christel-Deployed 
Tabitha Lambert-Germany 

 
 

 
 


