
Worship Plan for Sunday, August 29, 2021  
Lectionary 22 Proper 17 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Introduction to the day 
Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the 
essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but 
from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth 
by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font 
return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts. 
 

.GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG     BETTER IS ONE DAY 
 
Verse 1: 
How lovely is Your dwelling place  
O Lord Almighty 
For my soul longs  
And even faints for You 
For here my heart is satisfied  
Within Your Presence 
I sing beneath  
The shadow of Your wings 
 
Chorus: 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Better is one day in Your house 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Than thousands elsewhere 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Better is one day in Your house 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Than thousands elsewhere 
 
Than thousands elsewhere 
 
Verse 2: 
One thing I ask And I would seek 
To see Your beauty 
To find You in The place Your Glory dwells 
One thing I ask And I would seek 
To see Your beauty 
To find You in The place Your Glory dwells 



 
Sing Chorus twice 
 
Bridge1: 
My heart and flesh cry out For You the Living God 
Your Spirit’s water to my soul 
I've tasted and I've seen Come once again to me 
I will draw near to You 
I will draw near to You, To You 
 
Bridge2: 
Better is one day, Better is one day, Better is one day 
Than thousands elsewhere 
Better is one day, Better is one day, Better is one day  
Than thousands elsewhere 
[Repeat 1x] 
 
Sing Chorus twice 
 
WELCOME  
(We stand as we are able) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is 

sure, and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with 
our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call 
out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ 

Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your 
sins. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREETING 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON        TOMLIN  
 
Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
Hear our cry and heal our land 
Let kindness lead us to repentance 
Bring us back again 
 
Refrain: 
For Your name is great and Your heart is grace 
Kyrie Eleison 
Over all You reign, You alone can save 
Kyrie Eleison 
Lord have mercy  
Christ have mercy on us now 
 
Bridge: 
Who is this God who pardons all our sin? 
So ready to forgive 
You delight to show Your mercy 
(repeat) 
 
Repeat refrain two times. 
 
Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy on us now 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. O God our strength,  
without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all dangers that 
attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
(We are seated as we hear God’s holy word) 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
L: A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 



The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out 
the covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor 
subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their 
children’s children. 
 
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of 
your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you 
nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with 
which I am charging you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to 
the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is 
a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as 
the LORD our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes 
and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that 
your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make 
them known to your children and your children’s children. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 15 
 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart; 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the 
innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 
 
L: A reading from James  
 SECOND READING: James 1:17-27 
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in 
godly behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what 
they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves. 
 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In 
fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to 



speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 
21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and 
welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if 
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves 
in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what 
they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their 
doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 
Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
(We stand as we are able for the reading of the gospel) 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   HOLY IS THE LORD 
 
We stand and lift up our hands 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength 
We bow down and worship Him now 
How great how awesome is He 
 
And together we sing 
Ev'ryone sing   
 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory 
   
P: The holy gospel according to Mark. 
 GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people 
determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices 
cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with 
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do 
not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the 
elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are 



also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live 
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, 
“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 
that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 
theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, 
pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil       ELW #512 
 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
open to the seed of your word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
where love can grow and peace is understood. 
 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 
Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
 

A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles’  Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
(We are seated) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
After each petition:  
 Leader: Lord, in your mercy, 
 All:  hear our prayer. 
(We stand as we are able) 
 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace. Some worshipers may prefer to 
maintain social distancing) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
(We are seated) 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING (Responding to God’s grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes to reach out in 
new ways. Offerings may be placed in offering plates by the doors as you enter or leave 
worship.) 
 
OFFERTORY           CREATE IN ME 
 
Take my hands and make them clean 
Lord I give You everything 
All I have I lay at Your feet 
All I am is Yours 
 
Create in me a heart that’s clean 
Lead me in Your ways 
Restore to me the joy of my salvation 
Make me whole again 
Make me whole again 
Make me whole again 



 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to 
be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

 
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 
 
You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 



 
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG) 
 
Father in heaven, holy is Your name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth 
As it is in heaven. 
Our Father in heaven. 
 
Give us each moment all that we need. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive the ones 
who have sinned against us. 
Our Father in heaven. 
 
Lead us not into temptation. 
God deliver us from the enemy. 
Our Father in heaven. 
Our Father in heaven. 
 
Our Father have Your way on the earth, 
Your will be done. 
Our Father have Your way on the earth, 
Your will be done. 
 
Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, 
and evermore. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who hunger and thirst, come. 
The table is ready. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (We receive the sacrament using individual hosts/cups.) 
P: The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you. 
 



 
 
COMMUNION CANTICLE   WE FALL DOWN 
 
We fall down, we lay our crowns  
At the feet of Jesus 
The greatness of mercy and love 
At the feet of Jesus 
And we cry holy, holy, holy 
And we cry holy, holy, holy 
And we cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lam 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of 
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   AMAZNG GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE) 
 
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 
 
Verse 1:  
Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost 
But now I’m found 
Was blind but now I see 



 
Verse 2: 
Twas grace that taught 
My heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did 
That grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
Chorus: 
My chains are gone, I’ve been set free 
My God my Savior Has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love, Amazing grace 
 
Verse 3: 
The Lord has promised Good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield And portion be 
As long as life endures 
 
Sing Chorus Twice 
 
Verse 4: 
The earth shall soon Dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God who called Me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
 
Sing Chorus Twice 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  
Thanks be to God. 


