
Worship Plan             St. Matthew New Life 
December 24, 2021              Dearing Chapel 
Christmas Eve               7:30 pm 
 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
Preservice Music 
 
LIGHTING  THE  CHRISTMAS TREE 
 
The Christmas tree is a sign of God’s everlasting, evergreen presence. It is a sign of the reign of 
heaven, sheltering the creatures of the earth under its open arms. It is a sign of the cross, 
shining with the light of your grace and mercy. 
 
Let us pray. Gracious God, 
let your blessing come upon us as we illumine this tree. Send us your Son, the tender 
shoot of Jesse, who brings us light and life. May all who stand in its light eagerly 
welcome the true Light which never fades. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 L: A reading from Isaiah 
  READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy 
at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 
as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
OPENING CAROL  O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 
O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him 



Born the King of angels! 
 
Refrain: 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 
Sing choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation 
O sing all ye citizens of Heaven above 
Glory to God  
All glory in the highest.  Refrain 
 
Yea Lord we greet Thee 
Born this happy morning 
O Jesus to Thee be all glory giv’n 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

Proclamation of the Birth of Christ 

The proclamation of the birth of Christ should be understood as announcement of the 
incarnation within human history rather than a literal counting of years. 

Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth 
and then formed man and woman in his own image; 
long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant; 
twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; 
thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam danced in 
freedom; 
eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, 
in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the prophets; 
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; 
the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 
while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, 
being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of his mother— 
now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God,  



you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we 
may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his 
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Proclamation Song   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 
Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring 
By Thine Own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne 
 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

Gospel Readings (We remain seated) 
 
  L: The birth of Christ According to Saint Luke 
Luke 2: 1-5 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child.  
 
(We sing)  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep the angels keep 
Their watch of wond'ring love 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the king 



and peace to men on earth 
 
 
Luke 2: 6-7 
 
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
 
(We sing)  Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger 
No crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus  
Laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the sky  
Look down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus  
Asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing 
The baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus 
No crying He makes 
I love Thee Lord Jesus 
Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side until 
Morning is nigh 
 
Luke 2: 8-12 
 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
 
(We sing)  The First Noel 
 
The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds  
in fields as they lay 
In fields where they  
Lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night  
That was so deep 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel 
 



 
Luke 2: 13-14 
 
 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
(We sing)  Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echo back the joyous strains 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 
See Him in a manger laid 
Whom the choirs of angels praise 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
While our hearts in love we raise 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord the newborn king 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 
Luke 2: 15-20 
 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
   P: To us is born a Savior 
   C: Jesus Christ Our Lord 
 
(We sing)    Mary Did You Know 
 
Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Would one day walk on water 
Mary did you know 



That your baby boy 
Would save our sons and daughters 
Did you know 
That your baby boy 
Has come to make you new 
This Child that you delivered 
Will soon deliver you 
 
Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Would give sight to the blind man 
Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Would calm a storm with His hand 
Did you know 
That your baby boy 
Has walked where angels trod 
And when you kiss your little baby 
You've kissed the face of God 
 
(instrumental interlude) 
The blind will see 
The deaf will hear 
The dead will live again 
The lame will leap 
The dumb will speak 
The praises of the Lamb 
 
Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Is Lord of all creation 
Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Will one day rule the nations 
Did you know that your baby boy 
Is heaven's perfect Lamb 
And the sleeping Child  
you're holding 
Is the great I Am 
 
Meditation 
 
Meditation Song  No Room 
 
No Room 
 
There's no room 
No room in the inn 
If you were someone important 
We might try to fit you in 
But there's no room in here 



For you 
 
There's no room 
No room to lay your head 
If you were wealthy 
We might find you a bed 
But there's no room in here 
for you 
 
'Cause I'm cold and tired  
Of working my whole life away 
Every hand needing one thing more 
Comes knocking at my door 
I got a hundred people  
Calling out my name today 
And You come to my door 
And I can't care no more 
Unless You can save me 
 
There's no room  
For you and your little lady 
There's a manger  
In the stable  
Should be just fine 
For your little baby 
But there's no room in here 
For you 
 
'Cause I'm cold and tired  
Of working my whole life away 
Every hand needing one thing more 
Comes knocking at my door 
I got a hundred people  
Calling out my name today 
 
And I can't care no more 
And you come asking for  
Something for nothing 
What can you give me?  
Can you save me? 
 
(instrumental break) 
'Cause I'm sick and tired  
Of working my whole life away 
Every hand needing one thing more 
Comes knocking at my door 
Got a hundred people  
Screaming out my name 
 
And I can't care no more 
And you come needing more  



When I got nothing 
What can you give me?  
Can you save me? 
Oh please, little baby. 
 
(instrumental break)  
Can you save me? 
 

 
A: We confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
After each petition:  
 Leader: Merciful God, 
 All:  receive our prayer. 



(We stand as we are able) 
 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace. Some worshipers may prefer to maintain social 
distancing) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
(We are seated) 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING (Responding to God’s grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes) 
 
(We stand and  sing as the gifts are brought forward) 
OFFERTORY     Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 
Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and these your 
gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the 
song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY         ELW #190 



 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might, 
 holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

Holy God, 
Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 

 
In the fullness of time, 

you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 



hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 
 
Communion Distribution (We receive the sacrament by intinction. Individual cups/servings are 
available) 
 
Song During Communion  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  ELW #270 
 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all ye nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of the virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail the incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
 Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 
 ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 
 born that we no more may die, 



 born to raise each child of earth, 
 born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
 
(We stand when all who desire have received the sacrament) 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Candle Lighting 
(The ushers move down the center aisle lighting the first candle in each row. Light your candle 
by dipping it into the flame of your neighbor’s candle. Candles are extinguished following the 
blessing) 
 
CAROL    Silent Night, Holy Night! 
 
1 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
3 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus,+ the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG     Joy to the World         ELW #267 



 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 


