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Worship Plan                  St. Matthew New Life 
First Sunday of Christmas                Lessons and Carols 
December 26, 2021 
 
Piano prelude 
Welcome 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made flesh among all 
peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth.  
Amen. 
 
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We seek what is 
mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on 
love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with 
your peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
God has come among us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 
and you are clothed in peace.  
Amen. 
 
Gathering Carol  Angels We Have Heard on High                ELW # 289 
 
Angels We Have Heard on High 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see  
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
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Opening Dialogue 
 
Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 
Opening Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, 
you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness—a beam of light that shines through Jesus.  
Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.  Though crucified on a cross, he is 
the Lord of life.  Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts.  
Amen. 
 
Opening Carol:      I Wonder As I Wander    WOV 642 
 
I wonder as I wander,  out under the sky, 
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die 
For poor ord’-n’ry people like you and like I. 
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky. 
 
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 
Star in the sky or a bird on the wing, 
Or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to song, 
He surely could have had it ‘cause he was the king. 
 
I wonder as I wander,  out under the sky, 
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die 
For poor ord’-n’ry people like you and like I. 
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky. 
 
First Reading: John 1:10- 14 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was in the 
beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him.  8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light.  9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
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  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him.  11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  12But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
First Carol:      Angels from the Realms of Glory v. 1 & 4  ELW #275 
 
1          Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
4 All creation, join in praising 
 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to the eternal Three in One. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
Second Reading: Micah 5:2–5a 
 

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
  3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
  4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth; 
  5and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
Second Carol:                               O little town of Bethlehem    ELW #279 

 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 
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4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 oh, come to us, abide with us, 
 our Lord Immanuel! 
 
Third Reading: Luke 1:26–35, 38 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  27to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.  
28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."  29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  30The angel said to her, "Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  31And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  33He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."  34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?"  35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  
38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then 
the angel departed from her. 
  
Third Carol:     The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came    ELW #265 
 
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
 with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
 "All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 
2 "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
 all generations laud and honor thee; 
 thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
 "To me be as it pleaseth God," she said. 
 "My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name." 
 Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 
Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18–25 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  19Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly.  20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins."  22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: 
  23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
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 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us."  24When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,  25but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
  
Fourth Carol:      Love Has Come    ELW  #292 
 
1     Love has come—a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 
2     Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
 
3      Love has come and never will leave us!  
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8–20 
 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  9Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people:  11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.  12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger."  13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."  16So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  17When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child;  18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them.  19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 
 
Fifth Carol:      On Christmas Night      ELW #274 
 
1 On Christmas night all Christians sing 
to hear the news the angels bring. 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
to hear the news the angels bring: 
news of great joy, news of great mirth, 
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news of our merciful king's birth. 
 
4 All out of darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this night. 
All out of darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this night: 
"Glory to God in highest heav'n; 
peace on earth, and goodwill. Amen." 
 
Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1–11 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 
to Jerusalem,  2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage."  3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him;  4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet: 
  6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared.  8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage."  9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was.  10When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy.  11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
Sixth Carol:       We Three Kings     ELW #646 
 
1 We three kings of Orient are; 
 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
 following yonder star. 
 
Refrain 
 Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
 star with royal beauty bright; 
 westward leading, still proceeding, 
 guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
Seventh Reading: Luke 2:41-52 
 

41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they 
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming 
that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him 
among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search 
for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them 
and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why 
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have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 
49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came 
to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
 
Seventh Carol:     What Child is This      ELW #296 
 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Responsive Prayer 
 
It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
In the brightness of his life 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, 
and hunger in the world. 
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 
Amen. 
 
A: We confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
After each petition:  
 Leader: Merciful God, 
 All:  receive our prayer. 
 
(We stand as we are able) 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace. Some worshipers may prefer to maintain social 
distancing) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
(We are seated) 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING (Responding to God’s grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes) 
(We stand and  sing as the gifts are brought forward) 
 
Offering Song:      Go Tell It on the Mountain     ELW #290 

 
Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 



9 

 
3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born; 
 and God sent us salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 
Offering Prayer 
Let us Pray. Gracious God,  
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your 
salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
 
Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time your word brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 

that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 
Communion Distribution (We receive the sacrament by intinction. Individual cups/servings are 
available) 

 
Communion Hymn:                Silent Night          ELW 281 
 
Silent Night, Holy Night! 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
3 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
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Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
A: Let us pray.   
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we 
have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Dialogue 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
You are the shepherds telling the story. 
We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 
You are the angels announcing peace. 
We live with joy and go now in peace. 
 
Blessing 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus,+ the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song:     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   ELW #288 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today! 
 
 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 
 
 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave; 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
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 to gain the everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 
 


