
St. Matthew New Life   Worship Plan for Sunday, December 12, 2021  
Third Sunday of Advent 
 
Introduction to the day 
Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The 
nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one 
“more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and cause for 
exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG    NOTHING TO FEAR 
 
Intro 
Ooo 
 
Verse 1 
When you pass through the waters 
I will be with you 
And the depths of the rivers 
Shall not overwhelm 
When you walk through the fire 
You will not be burned 
I am the Lord I am the Lord 
 
Chorus 
And there is nothing to fear nothing to fear 
There is nothing to fear nothing to fear 
For I am with you always 
(Ooo ooo) 
 
Verse 2 
In the depths of your sorrow 
I wept beside you 
When you walked through the shadow 
I drew you near 
Yesterday today tomorrow 
Always the same 
I am the Lord I am the Lord 
 
Bridge 
What can separate you from my perfect love 
(REPEAT) 
 
Do not fear do not fear do not fear 
 

 
 
WELCOME 



 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
 PRAYER 
(We sing as the candles are lighted) 
COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS 
 

I will praise my great Redeemer 
Lord of lords and King of kings 
Let the worship rise within me 
“You are Lord” my heart will sing 
Lost now found sick now healed 
Saved to show Your matchless grace 
Waiting with hope and great assurance 
'Til I see Your glorious face 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who 

fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that 
your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of 
self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your 
children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of 
your saving grace. Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ 

your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN(Alt tune #244) O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  ELW#241 

 
1 O Lord, how shall I meet you, 
 how welcome you aright? 
 Your people long to greet you, 
 my hope, my heart's delight! 
 Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, 
 your lamp within my breast 
 to do in spirit lowly 
 all that may please you best. 



 
2 I lay in fetters, groaning; 
 you came to set me free. 
 I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
 you came to honor me. 
 A glorious crown you give me, 
 a treasure safe on high 
 that will not fail or leave me 
 as earthly riches fly. 
 
3 Love caused your incarnation; 
 love brought you down to me. 
 Your thirst for my salvation 
 procured my liberty. 
 Oh, love beyond all telling, 
 that led you to embrace 
 in love, all love excelling, 
 our lost and fallen race. 
 
4 Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, 
 who sit in deepest gloom, 
 who mourn your joys departed 
 and tremble at your doom. 
 All hail the Lord's appearing! 
 O glorious Sun, now come, 
 send forth your beams so cheering 
 and guide us safely home. 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
KYRIE           ELW #151 
 
1 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
2 Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
3 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of 
John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
L: A reading from Zephaniah. 
 FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, 
which comes from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. 
Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s salvation is at hand. 

 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
  he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
  and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the LORD. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM: Isaiah 12:2-6 (We read responsively by whole verse) 
 
 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
 3With joy you will draw water 
  from the wells of salvation.  
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name is exalted. 
 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  
 
L: A reading from Philippians. 
 SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his 
friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will 
experience God’s joy and peace. 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
 GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s 
reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and 
vocational integrity. 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever 
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked 



him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         Canticle of the Turning    ELW #723 
 
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 



4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 
 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
 
A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

(We are seated) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
After each petition:  
 Leader: Hear us, O God. 
 All:  Your mercy is great. 



(We stand as we are able) 
 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace. Some worshipers may prefer to maintain social 
distancing) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
(We are seated) 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING (Responding to God’s grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes to responding to God’s 
grace and reaching out in new ways.) 
 
(We stand and sing as the gifts are brought forward) 

OFFERTORY                              Create in Me a Clean Heart                                        ELW 187 

 
     Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the 
way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway 
and our peace. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…..and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                 W&P #64 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 



Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

  
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
  
At this end of the ages 

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 



 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (We receive the sacrament by intinction. Individual cups are 
available) 
 

COMMUNION CANTICLE             Come Now, O Prince of Peace:        ELW #247 
 
1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
 
4 Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 
(We stand as we are able) 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: The body and blood if our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of 
your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and 
our guest. Amen. 
 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope + 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                                 SING WHEREVER I GO 
 
Chorus: 
All my life 
All I know 
God's been good 
Good to my soul 
Mountain high 
Valley low 
I'm gonna sing wherever I go 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Verse 1: 
God is for me 
He's not against me 
I will hold to the plans He has for me 
When I'm broken 
He will fix me 
I will call on the name of the Lord 
 
Chorus 1 time 
 
Verse 2: 
He's my heartsong 
In my sorrow 
He's my hope and my strength for tomorrow 
When the storms rise 
All around me 
I will call on the name of the Lord 
 
Chorus 2 times 
 
Bridge: 
I got joy joy joy 
Deep in my soul 
I will sing sing sing 
Wherever I go 
 
Chorus 2 times 



 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 


