
Worship Plan for Sunday, November 28, 2021  
First Sunday of Advent 
 
Introduction to the day 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but 
that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. 
The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians 
awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the 
time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another 
Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
 
GATHERING SONG  BECAUSE OF YOUR LOVE 
 

Intro: 
Yeah yeah 
Yeah yeah 
 
Verse: 
As we come into Your presence 
We remember ev'ry blessing 
That You've poured out so freely from above 
Lifting gratitude and praises 
For compassion so amazing 
Lord we've come to give You thanks 
For all You've done 
 
Chorus: 
Because of Your love we're forgiven 
Because of Your love our hearts are clean 
We lift You up with songs of freedom 
Forever we're changed because of Your love 
 
Interlude: 
Yeah Yeah 
 
Repeat Verse 
Chorus (instrumental break) 
Chorus 
 
Tag: 
Yeah Yeah (3X) 



 
 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
 PRAYER 
(We sing as the candles are lighted) 
COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS 
 

Come Thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find ourselves in Thee 
Israel's strength and consolation 
Hope of all the earth Thou art 
Dear desire of ev'ry nation 
Joy of ev'ry longing heart 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who 

fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that 
your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of 
self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your 
children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of 
your saving grace. Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ 

your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 

 

OPENING HYMN   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 



 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 
3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE           ELW #151 
 
1 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
2 Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
3 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
L: A reading from Jeremiah. 
 FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God 
acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, 
Jerusalem’s future name—“The LORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now 
working salvation for Israel. 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch 
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those 
days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will 
be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 (We read responsively by whole verse) 
 
 1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting.  
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians  



 SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude 
for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for 
the people of this growing church. 

9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may 
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in 
love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
 GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that 
great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given 
strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption. 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when 
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will 
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the 
Son of Man.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 



 
HYMN OF THE DAY   My Lord, What a Morning              ELW #438 
 
Refrain 
 My Lord, what a morning; 
 my Lord, what a morning; 
 oh, my Lord, what a morning, 
 when the stars begin to fall. 
 
1 You will hear the trumpet sound, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 
2 You will hear the sinner cry, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 
3 You will hear the Christian shout, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 
A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 



 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

(We are seated) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
After each petition:  
 Leader: Hear us, O God. 
 All:  Your mercy is great. 
(We stand as we are able) 
 
 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace. Some worshipers may prefer to maintain social 
distancing) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
(We are seated) 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING (Responding to God’s grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes to responding to God’s 
grace and reaching out in new ways.) 
 
(We stand and sing as the gifts are brought forward) 

OFFERTORY                              Create in Me a Clean Heart                                        ELW 187 

 
     Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the 
way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway 
and our peace. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 



The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…..and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                 W&P #64 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

  
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
  
At this end of the ages 

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 



Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (We receive the sacrament by intinction. Individual cups are 
available) 
 

COMMUNION CANTICLE             Come Now, O Prince of Peace:        ELW #247 
 
1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 



Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
 
4 Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 
(We stand as we are able) 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: The body and blood if our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of 
your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and 
our guest. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope + 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 
 

Verse 1 
O come O come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
 
Chorus 
Rejoice Rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
 
Verse 2 
O come thou Day-spring come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine Advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight.  Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
O come Thou Wisdom from on high 
And order all things far and nigh 
To us the path of knowledge show 



And teach us in her ways to go.  Chorus 
 
Verse 4 
O come Desire of nations bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind 
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease 
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.  Chorus 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 


