
Worship Plan                 St. Matthew New Life 
January 9, 2022         Baptism of Our Lord 
 
Introduction to the day 
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s 
children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass 
through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this 
assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG    NOTHING TO FEAR 
 
Intro 
Ooo 
 
Verse 1 
When you pass through the waters 
I will be with you 
And the depths of the rivers 
Shall not overwhelm 
When you walk through the fire 
You will not be burned 
I am the Lord I am the Lord 
 
Chorus 
And there is nothing to fear nothing to fear 
There is nothing to fear nothing to fear 
For I am with you always 
(Ooo ooo) 
 
Verse 2 
In the depths of your sorrow 
I wept beside you 
When you walked through the shadow 
I drew you near 
Yesterday today tomorrow 
Always the same 
I am the Lord I am the Lord 
 
Bridge 
What can separate you from my perfect love 
(REPEAT) 
 
Do not fear do not fear do not fear 
 
WELCOME 
(We stand as we are able) 
 
 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Those present may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the leader 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
C: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
P: Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 
promise and servants of all. 
 
P: We praise you for the gift of  water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift 
of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 
C: Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and 
love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN   This Is the Spirit's Entry Now       ELW #448 
 
1 This is the Spirit's entry now: 
the water and the word, 
the cross of Jesus on your brow, 
the seal both felt and heard. 
 
2 This miracle of life reborn 
comes from the Lord of breath; 
the sinless one from life was torn; 
our life comes through his death. 
 
3 Let water be the sacred sign 
that we must die each day 
to rise again by his design 
as foll'wers of his way. 
 
4 Renewing Spirit, hear our praise 
for your baptismal pow'r 
that washes us through all our days. 
Come, cleanse again this hour. 

 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Hear Our Praises 
 
Verse 1 
May our homes be filled with dancing 
May our streets be filled with joy 
May injustice bow to Jesus 
As the people turn and pray 
 
Chorus 
From the mountain to the valley 
Hear our praises rise to You 
From the heavens to the nations 
Hear our singing fill the air 
 
Verse 2 
May our light shine in the darkness 
As we walk before the cross 
May Your glory fill the whole earth 
As the water o’er the seas 
 
Chorus 
 
Bridge (sing 3x) 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
 
Chorus 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God,  
you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved 
Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
(We are seated) 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
L: A reading from Isaiah. 
 FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no 
longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems 
them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them. 



 1But now thus says the LORD, 
  he who created you, O Jacob, 
  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3For I am the LORD your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 4Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 
 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 
  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
 7everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 29 (We rad responsively by whole verse) 
 
 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 



 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  
 
L: A reading from Acts. 
 SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently 
baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the 
Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
(We stand for the reading of the gospel) 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
   
  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
  Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. 
  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
 GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that 
he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of 
God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
 
(We stand as we are able) 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized      ELW #304 
 
1 Christ, when for us you were baptized, 
God's Spirit on you came, 
as peaceful as a dove, and yet 
as urgent as a flame, 
as urgent as a flame. 
 
2 God called you, "My beloved Son"; 
you are God's servant true, 
sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n, 
God's holy will to do, 
God's holy will to do. 
 
3 Straightway and steadfast until death 
you then obeyed the call 
to serve with free and willing heart, 
to give your life for all, 
to give your life for all. 
 
4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; 
your cross on us be signed, 
that likewise in God's service we 
may perfect freedom find, 
may perfect freedom find. 

 
A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 



and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

(We are seated) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
After each petition:  
 Leader: God of grace, 
 All:  hear our prayer. 
 
(We stand as we are able) 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace. Some worshipers may prefer to 
maintain social distancing) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
(We are seated) 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING (Responding to God’s grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes) 
 
(We stand and  sing as the gifts are brought forward) 
OFFERING SONG   ALL BLESSINGS FLOW                 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Father Son and Holy Spirit 
Praise Him, Praise Him 
 
Refrain: 
All blessings flow from the Father 
All blessings flow from the Son 
All blessings flow from the Spirit 
Praise Him, praise Him 
(Sing refrain 2 times) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, 



Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your 
love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…. and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY         ELW #190 
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might, 
 holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might, 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 



his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
Come, Holy Spirit 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to God’s table. 
There is a place for you and enough for all. 

 
Communion Distribution (We receive the sacrament by intinction. Individual 
cups/servings are available) 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION  WE ARE CALLED   ELW #720 
 
Come! Live in the light! 
Shine with the joy 
And the love of the Lord 
We are called 
To be light for the kingdom 
To live in the freedom 
Of the city of God 



 
Refrain 
We are called  
to act with justice 
We are called  
to love tenderly 
We are called  
to serve one another 
To walk humbly with God 
 
Come! Open your heart 
Show your mercy  
To all those in fear 
We are called 
To be hope for the hopeless 
So hatred and blindness 
Will be no more  Refrain 
 
Sing! Sing a new song 
Sing of that great day 
When all will be one 
God will reign, 
And we’ll walk with each other 
As sisters and brothers 
United in love. Refrain 
 
(We stand when all who desire have received the sacrament) 

Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
A: Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, 
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by 

name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG   THE SAME LOVE 
 
You choose the humble  
and raise them high 
You choose the weak  
and make them strong 
You heal our brokenness inside 
And give us life 
 
The same love that set the captives free 
The same love that opened eyes to see 
He's calling us all by name 
You are calling us all by name 
The same God that spread  
the heavens wide 
The same God that was crucified 
Is calling us all by name 
You are calling us all by name 
 
You take the faithless one aside 
And speak the words, "You are Mine" 
You call the cynic and the proud 
Come to Me now 
 
The same love that set the captives free 
The same love that opened eyes to see 
He's calling us all by name 
You are calling us all by name 
The same God that spread  
the heavens wide 
The same God that was crucified 
Is calling us all by name 
You are calling us all by name 
 
Oh oh, Oh oh 
Oh oh, Oh oh... 
 
You're calling You're calling 
You're calling us to the cross 
You're calling You're calling 
You're calling us to the cross 
 
You're calling You're calling 
You're calling us to the cross 
You're calling You're calling 
You're calling us to the cross 
 
The same love that set the captives free 
The same love that opened eyes to see 
Is calling us all by name 
You are calling us all by name 



The same God that spread  
the heavens wide 
The same God that was crucified 
Is calling us all by name 
You are calling us all by name 
 
Oh oh, Oh oh 
Oh oh, Oh oh... 
 
You're calling You're calling 
You're calling us to the cross 
You're calling You're calling 
You're calling us to the cross 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 


