
Worship Plan              St. Matthew New Life  
Sunday, March 20, 2022                         Third Sunday in Lent 
  
Introduction to the day 
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut 
down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your 
ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is 
forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good 
news for all of us. Thanks be to God! 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG   I LIFT MY HANDS 
 
Verse 1: 
Be still there is a healer 
His love is deeper than the sea 
His mercy is unfailing 
His arms a fortress for the weak 
Let faith arise 
Let faith arise 
 
Chorus: 
I lift my hands to believe again 
You are my refuge 
You are my strength 
As I pour out my heart 
These things I remember 
You are faithful God  
[last x only: You’re faithful God] 
Forever 
 
Verse 2: 
Be still there is a river 
That flows from Calvary's tree 
A fountain for the thirsty 
Your grace that washes over me 
Let faith arise 
Let faith arise 
 
Chorus (two times) 
 
Bridge: 
Let faith arise let faith arise 
Open my eyes open my eyes 



Let faith arise let faith arise 
Open my eyes open my eyes 
 
Chorus (two times) 
 
Tag: 
Let faith arise 
Let faith arise 
 
WELCOME WITH THEME 
 
REFLECTION TIME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS WITH KYRIE 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
Instrumental music begins, then after about 4 measures, Pastor begins: 
 
P: In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides 
us in our pilgrimage. 
Amen. 
Instruments continue about 4 measures during time for reflection, then sing one  
 
Refrain: 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy on me. 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy on me. 
Instruments continue as congregation speaks the confession: 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your 
promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered 
our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst. Have 
mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your 
ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 
 
Sing Refrain; then instruments continue as Pastor speaks the forgiveness: 
 
Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be 
saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of 

love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you 

how to live in love. 
Amen. 
 
Sing Refrain one last time, then music ends. 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Eternal God,  
your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and 
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your 
saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
L: A reading from Isaiah. 
 FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9 
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a 
celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those 
who return to God will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our 
ways. 

  
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 
 6Seek the LORD while he may be found, 



  call upon him while he is near; 
 7let the wicked forsake their way, 
  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8 (We read responsively by whole verse) 
 
 1O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 
  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where 
there is no water. 
 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 
  that I might behold your power and your glory. 
 3For your steadfast love is better than life itself; 
  my lips shall give you praise. 
 4So will I bless you as long as I live 
  and lift up my hands in your name.  
 5My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, 
  and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
 6when I remember you upon my bed, 
  and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 7For you have been my helper, 
  and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
 8My whole being clings to you; 
  your right hand holds me fast.  
 
L: A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus 
Christ: He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of 
God’s faithfulness. 

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same 
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock 
was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were 
struck down in the wilderness. 
  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as 



they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat 
down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We 
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 
10And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 
11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down 
to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you think you are 
standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not 
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to 
endure it. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
(We stand for the reading of the gospel) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        SETTING 8 
 
  Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
  Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
  Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 
  Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
 GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is 
deserved into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that 
the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience. 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that 
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other 
Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those 
eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they 
were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless 
you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 
Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I 
dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 
you can cut it down.’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                    Restore in Us, O God        ELW #328 
 

1 Restore in us, O God, 
the splendor of your love; 
renew your image in our hearts, 
and all our sins remove. 
 
2 O Spirit, wake in us 
the wonder of your pow'r; 
from fruitless fear unfurl our lives 
like springtime bud and flow'r. 
 
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share 
the fullness of your joy; 
baptize us in the risen life 
that death cannot destroy. 
 
4 Three-personed God, fulfill 
the promise of your grace, 
that we, when all our searching ends, 
may see you face to face. 

 
A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 



and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
(We are seated) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
After each petition:  
 Leader: Merciful God, 
 All:  receive our prayer. 
(We stand as we are able) 
 
Peace (We share the blessing of Christ’s peace. Some worshipers may prefer to 
maintain social distancing) 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
(We are seated) 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING (Responding to God’s grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes) 
 
(We stand and  sing as the gifts are brought forward) 
OFFERING SONG    Only by Grace       W&P #112 
 
1 Only by grace can we enter, 
 only by grace can we stand; 
 not by our human endeavor, 
 but by the blood of the Lamb. 
 Into your presence you call us, 
 you call us to come. 
 Into your presence you draw us, 
 and now by your grace we come, 
 now by your grace we come. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Extravagant God, 
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your feast 
where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come 
among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  



Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…. and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        SETTING 3 
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of pow’r and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Holy God, 

our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
we bless and magnify you. 

 
You led your people Israel through the desert, 

and provided them water from the rock. 
 
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 

who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 



we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 
 
COMMUNION CANTICLE   LAMB OF GOD        SETTING 3 
 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace. 
 
 



Communion Distribution (We receive the sacrament by intinction. Individual 
cups/servings are available) 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION UNTITLED HYMN (COME TO JESUS)  
 
Verse 1 
Weak and wounded sinner 
Lost and left to die 
O raise your head for Love is passin' by 
Come to Jesus 
Come to Jesus 
Come to Jesus and live 
 
(We stand when all who desire have received the sacrament) 
Table Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
A: Let us pray.  Blessed Jesus, 
in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the 

journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day and 

always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG          Sing Wherever I Go 
 
Chorus: 
All my life 
All I know 
God's been good 
Good to my soul 
Mountain high 
Valley low 
I'm gonna sing wherever I go 
 
Repeat Chorus 



 
Verse 1: 
God is for me 
He's not against me 
I will hold to the plans He has for me 
When I'm broken 
He will fix me 
I will call on the name of the Lord 
 
Chorus 1 time 
 
Verse 2: 
He's my heartsong 
In my sorrow 
He's my hope and my strength for tomorrow 
When the storms rise 
All around me 
I will call on the name of the Lord 
 
Chorus 2 times 
 
Bridge: 
I got joy joy joy 
Deep in my soul 
I will sing sing sing 
Wherever I go 
 
Chorus 2 times 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 


